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REPORT TO PARISHES ON THE PASTORAL & POPULATION STATISTICS 2002
Prepared by the Pastoral Research Centre, Taunton

Summary

Comparison of the detailed pastoral and population statistics of the Church for the year 2002
with those for 1958 reveal major developments over the 45 years |

- Catholic population as reported by the parish clergy to their Bishops has risen by 16%

- Infant baptisms (of babies under one) have fallen by 61%

- Late baptisms (of children aged one to thirteen) have risen by 191%

- Receptions of converts have fallen by 68% '

- Total entry into the Church has fallen by 48%

- Cathiolics married with the rites of the Church have fallen in number by 78%

- Total confirmations have fallen by 63%

- Mass attendance has fallen by 49%

- Non-sacramental unions were very few in 1958, but it new seems thatat least two-thirds of

the families in which Catholic children are nurtured have no sacramental foundation.

INTRODUCTION

Each year some 2,800 parish priests prepare a parish register return for the previous calendar year
and send it to their bishops. These used to be processed by the Catholic Education Council, which received
a copy of each return. The system, however, broke down when the work was transferred to thie Catholic.

‘Education Service. A new system was used to prepare the statistics for 2001: the 22 dioceses each prepared
a summary and these were sent to the Catholic Bishaps Conference for collating.

The work has to be done quickly to meet the deadlines of the Catholic Directory, which pubhshes :
each year just five totals of the 34 figures collected from parishes. The remainder have never been .
published. Many parishes do not send in their returns until late in the year, and revisions of the five totals
are not published.

Back in the late 1950s and early 1960s the detailed figures, with an analysis and commentary, were
incorporated in an annual report for dioceses and parishes preparcd by the Newman Demographlc Survey
(NDS), which had rationalized the Church’s statistical system in this country. This present report is -
madeled on those earlier ones. It seeks to feed back to parishes the most important of the figures thcy
collectively spend thousands of hours preparing, and offers a littte analysis and a few comments, inthe
hope that this will stimulate study and debate on the state of the Church in this country. -

1958 was the first year when all dioceses nsed the model parish register return form recommended
by the NDS. Many dioceses also collected mass attendance figures for 1958; the rest did so for 195 9. Very -
few collected deaths ﬁgm'cs in 1958, and it was not until 1963 that the last of the dioceses did so. In
England & Wales the main pastoral and demographic indicators did not reach their peak until ¢.1963, but.

the 1958 figures enable us to study demographic and pastoral developrnents over a 45 year period. Table I
gives the raw figures for 1958, 2001 and 2002, with percentage changes (italicized)1958-2002 and 2001-2.

The source of the 1958 figures is a Quinquennial Review prepared by the PRC, following a- Tigorous
‘audit at parish level of the NDS data for the years 1958-62. A total of 23 parishes failed to submit returns to
their bishops; estimates were prepared for these. A’ further 17 parishes omitted one or more figures from
their returns for 1958; these too were estimated. We do not know how many parishes failed to subrmt
returns for 2001 and 2002, and for most dioceses we do not know what was done to estimate missing
figures. When the Catholic Bishops Conference kindly supplied copies of their collated figures for these:
two years it was at once clear that many figures were simply not credible. We wrote to dioceses about
many of these and seme kindly sent us revised figures. One example is the i increase in the Westminster -
figure for reported Catholic population by 33% from 461,074 in 2001 to 614, 339 in 2002. We eventuaily
decided to use the Catholic Directory figure of 460,000 for 2002. We wrote in January, 2004, to-dioceses
that had not sent us revised figures, inviting them to review: their figures for 2001 and 2002 in the light of
late returns, and send us revised figures. Six were kind enough to do so. But we continue to have
reservations about many of the figures for these two years set out in the tables.

Four dioceses have been created since 1958, and a total of twelve have been affected by boundary -
changes To ensure comparability the 1958 figures of individuat parishes, and blocks of parishes, have been
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Table 1. Entry into the Church,marriages,confirmations, mass attendance & Catholic population

Eniry into the Chiurch by
Baptism Lk Bapim
Underl Agetf 7&0ver

5,847
4%
6,102
-80%
14,671

218
807

828
-3%

-T1%
2,847

2,783
25%
2,225
372%
5890

512

13%

453
115%
239

134
-12%-
4,519
2368%
394

a14
10%
g1
278%
242

299
-14%
346
165%
13

397
-1%
. 400
77
224

215
26%

70’

119%
88

224
42%
58
133%

96

617
7%
. 678
197%
208

298

~-16%

353

287%"

592
4%
477
242%
173

1.892
10%
1,714
772%
217

116
116
53%
76
28
234

153%
a3

737
5%
699
228%
225

31
2%
-3
-12%
149

g4
5%
- 404
105%

187

290
19%

121%
131

- 99
~14%
115

o8
141
12%

126
52%

76
18%
26
as
68
10%
7
202
26%
160

100

52°

-36%
B1

154

99

9%

141
392
-4%
409
176%
142
26

32

41

60

-3%
82

Conversion/Reception
Totallale Males - Females Total Enty

3520 163
(20% -14%
2,924 189
3328 T7%
.818 T3

543 B3

19% 26% ~

539 66
66% -71%
387 282

1,715 136
-11% . 1%
1,923, 134
195% -69%

581 439

1,204 95
11%. -5%

1084 100.

223% -48%
a73 18t

3 3
-14%

461 29
89% -78%
211 142

538 &7

2% -16% -

526 6B
To% -63%
37 158

291 &6
26%

236 29 .

135% -27%
1224 77

09 44 .

Erg
226 39
79% -65%
173 124

ais 100
43% 43%
738 70
166% -60%
308 248

%0 M
-18%

494 27
171%. -82%

129 285

7486 64
30% -2%
576 65
136% -76%
34 264

8% -41%

536% -94%

142 41

48 17

17 45

298
-5%
313
-69%
966

105
105

-73%
388

25¢ -

58%
592

200
9%
183
-28%
278

B3|

43

-85%.

205

a1
-62%
227

26%
-42%
"7

315
106

-B4% -

183

-10%

-45%

69

-80%

3%

312

104

120

_-85%

698

-71%

461
8%
502
-73%
1,679

188
10%
m

-72%

670

3686

-385
-63%
1,031

295
4%
283
-36%
459

~24%

-B2%
a7

143

-4%
149
-63%

124

x|
-36%
194

ur
-19%
145

326
283

4%
27

-S1%:

581

103
-54%
67
-B4%
625

183
1%
161
-12%

576-

150
-24%
198

.-89%

1,413

38,
-72%
127°

7t
-35%

110
-65%

Total

9,828
3%

9,528
L B6%
4739,

43%
17,165

2,484

%
2405
-53%
5338

5798
7%

3467

1,257
1%

1,138

-22%
1,609

1,035

3,207

Misesi 8.0 o viith:
Another Baptd Unbapt A Non- Tofal
Catholic Non-RC Person Caihofic Mam'ges Marded Males  Females Xodal

640
-B%
697

157
. 8%
144
-50%
805

334
3%,
us
-84%
2,050

184
5%
176
-70%
615

&3
%
-4
-84%

403

110

. 106
T1%
377

67
10%
6%
-65%
194

-39%

-91%.

376

157
3%

152

-85%

1,042

121 -

121
-86%

148

4%

14z

-86%
1,023

459

5% .

3an

467 213

-155 4%
. 551 223
257 73
-18% -27%
33 100
614 150
5% 5%
643 .143
218 100
-18% -16%
265 118
158 54
8% -10%
146 60
235 62
-14% -14%.
285 72
T 4
11% -13%
132 54
7 57 10
-58%
137 18
403 48
2%.
398 27
219 30
-12%
250 25
253 46 -
-18% -16%.
09 55
493 @9
-11% 4%
55t 72
68 24
1% .-
67 16
172 19
-23%
2y 2

s
-12%
774

- F6%

2,841

330

20%

413
-72%
1,176

764

-3%
- 788

-66%
2,232

s
-17%
384
-59%
778

212

3%

206
393

297
8%
a7
-55%
628

188
%

186-

-55%.
416

67

156

-88%

451

423
-

1,851

249
9%
275
=12%

~18%

1,059

562 -

~10%

-61%
1.426

.52
1%
167
191

-22%
245

C-T4%

T3

1,320
-16%
1471
-83%
7,580

487
-13%
557
-75%
1,981

1,098

-3%
1,131 .

~74%
4,282

502
-10%

580

-64%
1.3

275
6%
| 263
-65%
796

407

-6%
433
-60%
1.005

255
3%
247

- -88%

6or

101
-52%
212

_-89%

935
508
575
2,993
aro
-T%
195

-70%
1,239

6,026

-19%

314
“76%
1042

TotRCs

1.850
-10%

-T2%
1,199

517
4%
539
-63%
1382

308
50%

135

268
-90%
1,311

785

T2
43

431

5% .
517

~T7%
2111

595
-B%
648

-B1%

a,108.

1560
7%

1679

-85%
10,626.

130

-5% -
143

. TI%

447

319
-17%

-76%
1353

Confirmalions

1,835

384
-62%
1,018

153

5%
146
~F1%
53t

19
8%,
32
-68%
1,004

835

I T
545
-B7%

5 BT

-1%
571

-26%
-ar%
2,858
1,337

6%

1420

6714

_-19%

166

199
-25%

-81%
1,042

134,
49% -

2228

9%

2450
635

. 5965

725
2%
- T4
<I7%
3,135

271
-3%
2,854
-32%
4,065

B85

-5%
1
-45%
1,564

366
-12%
415
~41%
615

-53%

“ 1,073

225
18%

3%,
977

581
1%

-81%
3.007

1,647
-15%
1,93
-75%
6,553

T
23%

142

C-21%

268
-18%
328
-76%
1,108

4,063
-6%
4,345
-645
11,380

1316

5
1259
7%
5754

5362

4%
5575
-34%
8,066

1,507
6%

1,604

-52%.
3112

ar
-6%
750
-40%
1179

891
%
849

-57%

2,0

378
12%
337
5%
1,083

24%

-68%
2,14

1,458
T 19%
1225
‘-B5%
(10,143

1.192

1,195

-20%
368

467
«21%

~78%.
2,150

Mass
Aftendes

138,307
%
131,555
-47%
263,609

43,186
4
41,454
-56%
59,170

78,900
-3%
80,975

| -48%
152,900

49,324
1%
49,054
-18%
66,600

21,000
-5%
22,043
-45%
40,700

32,800
~3%
33,979
-25%
43,700

19,408
3%
18,803

19,400

16,164
5%
17,037
-58%
38,107

50,868
4%

52,889
-58%
121,056,

27.784
3%
28,786
61%
71.326

28,734

-5%.

40,842

-56%
87,763
71,733

-2%
73,124

-72%

253,883

8255

8,936
A47%
14,226
20,356
-T%
21,872

40,930

Catholic
Popuiatn

460,000

461,000
10%
420,000

148,400
-11%
166,600
-8%
161,300

290,200
-1%
282,600
13%
257,900

226,800
12%
202,300
85%
122,400

87,900
1%
79,200
18%
74,500

133,900
-5%
140,800
54%
87,100

87,700
%
81,900
136%.
27,200

65,800

65,600
. -B% .
71,700

223,000
3%
215,700
-17%
267,260~

111300
-1%
112,200
T 9%
122,800

155,600
1%
155,000
-13%.
180,000
500,900
1%
500,000
1%
497,560

21,100
e
26,700

5%

. 25,800

95,300
-1%
96,300
5%
91,100
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Table 1. Entry Into the Church,marriages,confirmations, mass attendance & Catholic population

Entry into the Church by
Bapfsm  Late Baplism
Under1 Aged-f 7&Over

1,607

~5%
1,697
-33%
2,396

1,292
3%
1.256
-87%
3912

584
3%
570
-56%
1,340

1,728
72%
1,833
-46%
3,197

3415
-3%
3,538
£6%
10,090

2,147
-5%
2,261
“-50%
4,259

3,972

-9%
4,379
-43%
7,732

296
5%
310
-56%
656

42,273
-3%
43,686
-61%
108,996

11,653

-3%
11,971
-55%
25,784

7,018
4%
7.311
-60%
17,705

1,337

5%
1,271
-66%
3,882

14,326
-2%
14,656
-68%
45,075

7,928
-6%
8,477
-52%
16,550

457
6%
430
241%
134

457

455
56%
275

187
-39%
308
58%
118

547
12%
490
128%
240

1,274
%
1,362
223%
395

617
-17%
747
288%
158

1,776
1.806

323%
420

-11%
Fal
34%
47
15,803
15,343
242%
4,627
4,826
4,111
1,339

2,345
-12%

2,666

202%

478
~10%
533
103%
236

5,132
5%
4,876
308
1.259

3,022

4%
3167
197%
1,016

o
-23%
1
146%
41

160
12%
143
52%
108

86
23%
70
32%
65

140
43%
98
39%
101

169

169
238%
50

595

246%
172

13
7%
14
-59%

4,315
5%
4,112

2,298
1,364

1.292
158%

694
%
680
110%
330

138
-14%
161
-19%
171

1,167
1%
1,158
42
782

17%
811
85%
487

Conversion/Reception Total Another Baptd Unbapt A Mon-
Totallate Males Females Total Erfry  Cathoflc ponRC Person Catholic
558 44 S 103 2288 156 169 90 259
-1% 2% -11%  -6% 4% 15% -18% 20% -T%
561 43 66 109 2367 136 205 75 280
219% -56% -53% -54% -19% -72% ... . -41%
178 100 126 226 2797 553 .. .. 439
617 74 134 208 2117 114 232 87 319
3% 42% 14% 22% 5% 7% 5% 30% 11%
598 52 118 170 2024 107 220 .67 287
B2% -64% -55% --59%  -56% -B2% . -B4%
380 206 299 505 4,797 625 .. . 890
2713 4 57 101 962 56 138 22 180
-28% -37% -16% -27% -11% -10% 5% -5%
378 70 68 138 1,086 62 131 38 169
49% -64% -61% -64%  -47% -64% .. -50%
183 431 147 278 1801 156 ... 398
687 78 107 185 2597 156 279 90 369
17% -5% -27% -19% -2% -20% -12% -2% -10%
5886 82 146 228 2649 94 318 92 410
101% -65% -58% -62%  -35% -65% . . -54%
341 222 260 482 4,020 444 . 800
1496 93 148 241 5152 34 420 92 512
9% 7% 9% 8% 5% 9% 4% -3% 2%
1,638 67 136 © 223 5399 288 405 95 500
148% -81% -74% -77% -56% -86% ... . ~T2%
603 488 573 1,061 11,754 2,232 - 1,814
786 59 94 153 3086 211 373 T3 446
-13% 2% -1% 7% 6% 13% 16% 13%
507 60 94 154 3322 188 331 63 3N
276% -63% -56% -62% -37% -67% .. .. -51%
209 191 212 403 4971 63% .. at1
2,371 120 224 344 6,687 340 427 180 587
4% 3% . -9% -7% -7% 6% -10% 3% -7%
2463 124 247 371 7213 363 475 156 631
301% -66% -49% -56% -27% -74% .. .. -32%
592 354 435 789 9,413 1,280 .. 1,530
7% 13 19 32 404 26 69 17 86
-11% 19%  45% -3% 6% 21%
85 8 6 22 417 25 &5 6 71
-4% -64% -62% -63%  -51% -67% ... -53%
79 36 50 B6 - &3 76 .. . 183
20,118 1,468 2,480 3,948 66,339 3,970 5,868 1,570 7,438
3% 1% 4% -3% -1% 2% -8% -2% -7%
19455 1488 2,572 4,060 67,201 4,058 6,398 1,599 7,987
191% -73% -64% -68%  -48% -83% . . =66%
6,925 5499 6,947 12,446 128,367 23,561 ... .. 21,887
6,190 432 759 1,191 19034 1,161 1,233 531 1,764
15% 5% 3% 4% % 1% -10% -1% -8%
5403 413 734 1,147 18,521 1477 1373 538 1,911
232% -66% -58% -61% -38% -83% ... . -57%
1,867 1,277 1,786 3,063 30,714 §723 .. .. 5362
3,039 252 430 682 10,740 655 1,222 265 1,507
9% 4% 1% 1% -5% 1% -1% 3%
3356 262 426 688 11,356 650 1,229 278 1,507
175% -68% -56% -62% @ 48% -79% ... . -B0%
1107 786 1,031 1,817 20628 3086 .. . 3,771
616 S5 74 129 2082 108 295 95 390
-11% -11% 5% -8% -1% 4% 6% 16% 8%
694 62 78 140 2105 t12 278 82 360
51% -75% -78% -77%  -S57% -83% .. -48%
407 223 337 S60 4849 621 .. . 743
6,299 404 724 1128 21,753 1,337 2,017 314 2,331
4% 1%  -8% 4% 1% 1% -11% - «10%
6,034 409 768 1,77 21,867 1,356 2271 315 2,586
209 -82% -72% -76% -58% -88% ... .. -7T1%
2,041 2,224 2563 4,787 51,903 10,456 . 1807
3974 325 493 818 12730 709 1,101 345 1446
-5% -13% -10% A% 7% -11% -11% -11%
3,968 342 566 908 13253 763 1,237 386 1,623
164% -67% -60% -63% -37% -74% ... + -63%
1503 93¢ 1230 2219 20,272 2695 .. .. 3904

Tolat
iManges

415

416
-58%
892

433
10%
394
-71%
1,515

216
-7%
231
-61%
554

525
-14%

-58%
1,244

5%
788
-80%
4,046

657
1%
593
-56%
1,550

261

11,408
5%
12,045
-75%
45,248

2,925
-5%
3,088
~76%
12,085

2,162
2,167

-G8%
6,837

Tot RCs
Martied

571
3%
552
-63%
1545

547
8%
501
-74%
2,140

272
-7%
293
-62%
710

681
-16%
798
-60%
1.688

1140

1,078
-82%
6,278

15,378
-5%
16,103
-78%
68,309

4,086
~4%
4,265
-78%
18,808

2817

2,807
~T2%
9,903

606
4%
584

T -69%

1,985

5,005
-6%
5298
-83%
28,819

2,864

-2%
3,149
-69%
9,294

Confimations

(continued)

Males  Females Yofal

608
6%
576
-47%
1147

341
-26%

483
-82%
1,874

207
36%
152
-87%
624

454
7%
488
-65%
1,281

2,674
- -5%
271
-48%
4,923

756
25%
615
-50%
1,605

1489

-1%
1,498
-58%
3,546

103
-1%
104
-54%
225

16,774
-1%
16,889
-65%
48,599

3.576
-5%
3,773
-66%
10,515

3,729

3,720
-43%:
6524

578
8%
529
-39%
955

6,150
-1%
6,183
-73%
22,535

2,741

2%
2,684
-56%
8,070

687
12%
612
-43%
1,211

444
-10%

496
7%
1,930

218

46%°

149
-08%
672

565
1%
$62
-62%
1,471

2625

2719
-47%
4,916

903
17%
769
~45%
1,640

1,866

-3%
1,926
-52%
3,854

106

~10%
118
-49%
207

19,617
-1%
19907
-£2%
51,063

4,452
-4%
4,660
-60%
1222

4,182
2%
4,088

6,778

647
4%
675%
-38%
1,044

5,962
-2%
7,133
T0%
22,887

3,374
3351

-63%
9,132

1,295

8%
1,188
~45%
2,358

785
-18%
958
-79%
3,804

425
41%
301
-67%
1,296

1019

-T%
1,050
-63%
2,752

5,199

-4%
5,440
-47%
9,832

1,658

20%
1,384
-47%
3,145

3,355
-2%
3,425

-55%.

7.400

209
-6%
222
-52%
432

36,391

36,796
-63%
99,662

8,028
5%
8433
-63%
21,737

7.911
1%
7,808
-41%
13,302

1,225

2%
1,204
-39%
1,999

13,112
-2%
13316
~71%
45,422

8,115
1%
6,035
-64%
17.202

Mass
Aftendce

30,446
-6%
32,258
-12%
34,543

35,854

35,988
-34%
53,990

17,577
-9%
19,330
-26%
23,848

38,958
-2%
39,710
-25%
51,67

66,314
-3%
68,370
-66%
196,767

40,550
4%
42,500
-48%
77,861

94,808
1%
94,073
-19%
117,682

8,083
-3%
8,338
-23%
10,489

950,439
1%
961,918
-49%
1,874,233

274,339
(2%
267,658
-35%
432,142

152,290
-3%
157,454
-45%
274,461

37,338
-5%
39,317
-43%
65,415

291,943
4%
302,820
-64%
809,832

194,629
194,567

-33%
292,371

Cathoiic
Boputatn

172,600
1%
174,700

161%
66,100

134,900
2%
132,400
34%
100,700

§7.000
-1%

- 58,700
a5%
43,000

167,800
-11%
187,200
82%
82,300

288,000
1%
286,500
=21%
363,500

194,700
1%
193,400
22%
160,000

376,400

377,700
70%
221,300

31,300

1%
33,700
52.0%
20,600

4,038,000

4,048,200
16%
3,484,000

1,082,000
2%
1.052,300
45%
746,400

616,800

-1%
626,800
. 23%
505,000

146,300
5%
139,600
21%
120,900

1,440,200

1,439,300
-10%

1,593,900

750,300
-5%
790,200 -
349%
517,900
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re-allocated so that the territories occupied in 2001 and 2002 are matched in the 1958 figures. The forms
used to collect the figures for 2001 and 2002 differ in some respects from those used for 1958. Most of
these are additions, but a few involve changes in categories. These affect, probably marginally, baptisms of
children age one and over, and receptions (replacing‘ adult conversions). It seems that baptisms “of persons
-aged over 7 years” will include middle aged and elderly people who. have never been baptized, and so
cannot be included as “receptions”. Validly baptized children of converts may slip through the present
statistical net, and the categorization of children baptized at age one and age seven is ambiguous. ‘

For seven dioceses the earlier mass figures are for 1959 rather than 1958. All figures for Portsmouth
include the Channel Isles, and those for Liverpool the Isle of Man, For reasons of space this little report
excludes the statistics on catechumens, catechists and pastoral assistants. Percentages are rounded, and are
not given if the base was under 50. The tables are arranged to help parishes to study the situation in their
own dioceses. The commentary is confined to national and provingcial totals.

CHANGES OVER 45 YEARS _

- By no means all the indicators are downward. Total entry into the Church dropped by 48%, but this
conceals three very different changes. Infant baptisms (babies-under one) fell by 61% and
receptions/conversions by 68%, but late baptisms (effectively children age one to thirteen) rose by 191%,
probably associated with entry to primary and secondary school.

- The total number of Catholics married with the rites of the Catholic Church fell by 78%, but
‘Catholics who married another Catholic fell by 83%. There were 23,561 such marriages in 1958 but only
3,970'in 2002. However, the number of mixed marriages has not increased: it fell by 66%, from 21,687 in
1958 to 7,438 in 2002.

Confirmations fell by 63% in the country as a whole. Year-on-year comparisons for individual
dioceses are likely to be misleading as they are subject to the vagaries of the visitation cycle. It wonld be
wise to refrain from conclusions until something like four or five years figures are available from both the
start and the end of the 45 year period. '

* Mass attendance fell by 49% over the 45 years. Precise figures are given for each diocese, but
rounding to the nearest hundred (or thousand for larger dioceses) might be appropriate, as many parishes
report round figures.

Catholic population, as reported by the parish clergy, rose by 16%. Diocesan tofals are rounded to
the nearest hundred in most cases, but rounding to the nearest thousand might be more appropriate for the
larger dioceses. These “reported” Catholic population figures have for many decades been a source of
contention. They are meant to include “all baptized Catholics normally residént within the parish, whether -
practicing or lapsed” excluding “Forces personnel and their families if under the care of a Service
‘Commissioned Chaplain”. For decades the “reported” population has differed greatly from independent -
estimates of baptized Catholic population, and estimates of self-described Catholics based on public
opinion polls. For practical purposes the “reported” population can be thought of as “the baptized Catholic
population of which the parish clergy are aware”. Seen in that light it is a very useful measure. The main
difficulty is that no guidance is given to the parish clergy on how they should go about arriving at the figure
each year. In some parishes the starting point is probably the regular mass-going population, but as the
mass-goers have fallen from 54% of the “reported” population in 1958 to 24% in 2002 it is clear that most
parishes must rely on other sources of information. Their reliability is questionable.

.. Whatever their weaknesses, the “reported” population figures reveal a massive change in the
geographical distribution of the population over the 45 years. In 1958 the very heavy immigration of
Catholics from Ireland was still in flood, most of it coming to London and the south-east, and the Midlands.
At that time the six (now seven) dioceses of the northern province (within their 2002 boundaries) accounted
for 46% of the national total. In 2002 the seven accounted for only 36%. These dioceses accounted for 41%
of infant baptisms in 1958, but only 34% in 2002, 42% of Catholics marrying with the rites of the Church
in 1958, but only 33% in 2002, 46% of confirmations in 1958, 36% in 2002, 43% of total mass attendance
in 1958, and only 31% in 2002.

In 1958 “reported” Catholic population was 7.7% of total resident population; the (increased) 2002
figure still represented 7.7%. Baptisms of babies under one were 14.7% of total live births in 1958; by 2002



they represented 7.1%. Catholics marrying with the rites of the Church were 10.1% of all persons
marrying in 1958, but only 3.0% in 2002, _

: “Reported” Catholic population is one of a series of measures used. Another is the “self-described”
Catholic population, based on sample surveys. Then there are independent estimates of baptized population
based on census data, infant baptismal and live births statistics, which have not been up-dated for a long
time. Finally, there are formula-based estimates, using the Sacramental Index (the sum of persons entering
the Church, marrying with the rites of the Church, and being buried/cremated with the rites of the Church).
The latter is sometimes refered to as the “four-wheeler” Catholic population. In 1948 three of these
measures were close together. They were still close together in 1958: “four-wheeler” ¢.5,270,000, self-
described c.5,413,000 and an independent estimate of baptized population, c.5,569,000.

In 1958 there were three sources of rapid population growth: higher fertility, mixed marriage (when
accompanied by fidelity to the “promises™) and high net Catholic immigration (from Ireland and Italy). In
Table 3 the England & Wales totals line illustrates these sources of growth. Infant baptisms were extremely
high at 31.3 per thousand Catholic population. There are no figures for First Communions in 1958, but
confirmations were 28.6 per thousand Catholic population, Catholics married with the rites of the Church
were 19.8 per thousand, and estimated deaths 9.4 per thousand. There was a steep downward gradient.
Total entry into the Church in 1958, 128,367, represented 36.8 per thousand Catholic population. Estimated
deaths, 32,800, were 9.4 per thousand, the average of the two rates being 23.1 per thousand. Catholics
married, 68,809, represented 19.8 per thousand. The small difference of 3.3 per thousand will have
included converts already validly married to a Catholic spouse.

The situation in 2002 was utterly different. The infant baptismal rate was 10.5 per thousand, with
late baptisms raising this to 15.5. The First Communion rate was 14.8, and the death rate 11.7. But the
marriage rate was only 3.8 per thousand Catholic population. Total entry into the Church in 2002,
66,339, represented 16.4 per thousand Catholic population. Total deaths, 47,319, were 11.7 per thousand,

‘the average of the two being 14.0. But the number of Catholics married with the rites of the Church,
15,378, represented 3.8 per thousand, revealing a difference of 10.2. These figures suggest that only 25-
30% of the unions currently resulting in infant and late baptisms, First Communions and confirmations
were sacramental. The clear implication is that in 2002 at least two baptised Catholics out of three, possibly
approaching three out of four, were not using the rites of the Church to consecrate their unions, either
because they did not wish to do so, or because the Church rejected them. This is not a new situation; a
paper published the The Month, in April, 1975, pointed out that the perseverance-to-marriage rate had
fallen 43% over the fourteen years 1958-1972. It now seems that at least two thirds of the families in
which Catholic children are nurtured have no sacramental foundation.

CHANGES 2001-2

. Total “reported” Catholic population fell slightly, but this fall reflects changes, up to 12% in some
dioceses, that are too large to be credible. Infant baptisms fell by 3%; late baptisms rose by 3%; receptions
fell by 3%, and total entry by 1%. Total marriages fell by 5%, as did the number of Catholics married with
the rites of the Church. Total confirmations were virtually unchanged. Mass attendance fell by 1%.

Table 2 gives data on First Communions and deaths, for which 1958 figures are not available.
Nationally, total First Communions fell by 1% between 2001and 2002. Total deaths were virtually
unchanged; but it has to be added that these deaths figures raise technical statistical difficulties that have,
after forty years, still to be resolved.

The availability of deaths statistics allows us to calculate an analogue of natural increase/decrease,
births minus deaths. Total entry into the Church was 66,339 in 2002. Deducting deaths, 47,319, givesus a
“natural” increase of 19,020. Reported Catholic population on 31 December, 2001, was 4,048,000, so we
might expect Catholic population on 31 December, 2002, to be ¢.4,067,000. In fact it was c.4,038,000,
revealing an unexplained loss of ¢.29,000. The unexplained loss in 2001 was ¢.45,000, but given the doubts
about the reported population figures it would be unwise to draw any conclusions about the apparent
reduction. Part of these unexplained losses, a major factor in*Catholic population change over the last 45
years, could be net Catholic emigration. But, of course, if there was net Catholic immigration in 2001 or
2002 the unexplained figures would in reality be higher. A second explanation is change in statistical error:
increased under-statement of Catholic population at the end of the year would increase the unexplained
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loss. But of course a reduction in the under-statement would result in a reduction in the unexplained loss. The third
explanation is “leakage”, lapsing or alienation in the Catholic community: baptized members of the Church simply
lost sight of, the parish clergy no longer being aware of their presence within the parish. Another PRC study
suggested that over the 45 years 1958-2002 the cumulative unexplained loss was ¢.1,721,000. That figure would be
reduced if there had been net emigration of Catholics over the period, but would have to be increased if there had
been net immigration. Changes in reporting error on the part of the parish clergy could likewise increase or reduce
the figure. But the question has to be asked: could “leakage” etc. be the main component of the unexplained loss?

THE 2002 FIGURES

Total entry into the Church in 2002 was 66,339. Of this, infant baptisms accounted for 64%, late baptisms for
30% and receptions of converts already baptized for 6%. These figures reveal an extraordinary contrast with 1958,
when infant baptisms accounted for 85%, late baptisms for only 5% and converts for 10%. Women received in 2002
accounted for 63% of the total, 3948; in 1958 they had accounted for 56%. The 42,273 infant baptisms suggest a
birth rate of 10.5 per thousand Catholic population, but this is misleading as about half of them would have hada
non-Catholic parent.

Of the 15,378 Catholics married with the rites of the Church in 2002 52% married another Catholic, 38%
married a baptized non-Catholic and 10% an unbaptised person. In 2001 50% married another Catholic, and in 1958
68%. - ‘

57,004 schoolchildren made their First Communion in 2002, of them 52% being girls. Of the 2,906 adult
First Communicants in 2002 62% were women. One would expect every convert received to make a First
Communion at once. Yet total adult First Communicants reprcscnted only 74% of total converts received. This
strengthens concerns about the reliability of the returns sent in by parishes.

Of total deaths in 2002 52% were female. The 47,319 reported deaths gave a death rate of 11.7 per thousand
reported Catholic population, compared with 10.2 per thousand in the total resident population.

It seems anomalous that over 45 years when almost all the indicators have declined the parish clergy report.
an increase of 16 % in Catholic population. There are, however, other indicators of Catholic population. The -
somewhat controversial Sacramental Index formula would yicld a “four-wheeler” population of 4,133,000 in 2002 if
its three components are “weighted”, and 4,027,000 if they are “unweighted”. This four-wheeler population fell
rapidly from 5,260,000 in 1958 to 4,370,000 in 1972, and seems to have stabilized. There remains sampling. A
review of recent opinion surveys suggests that ¢.5,750,000 men, women and children now describe themselves as

- Catholic. If this is so the parish clergy must be unaware of over 1,710,000 of them.

. Table 3 provides ten analytical measures that make it easier to study the implications of the raw data in
Tables 1 and 2. The first six express infant baptisms, Catholics married (with the rites of the Church), deaths, First
Commiunions, mass attendance and “vital events” (the bases of the Sacramental Index, which is not actually shown)
‘as rates per thousand Catholic population (as reported by the clergy), comparing 2002 with 1958. Entrants into the
Church via each of thc three main avenues are then expressed as a percentage of all%ntl:ants in the two years.
Catholics marrying other Catholics are then shown as percentages of all Catholics married with the Church’s rites.

The massive falls in the infant baptismal rates reflect several different factors. First, since 1963 the use of
effective methods of birth regulation has become nearly universal among Catholics in Europe, N. America and
Australasia. Second, the pressures of the extended family, that for generations ensured that babies were quickly
baptized, have greatly diminished now that at least two out of three new parents and probably two out of four new
grandparents have no sacramental foundation for their union. This weakening of the Catholic ethos of the family is
reflected in the fact that aver 30% of all new Catholics in 2002 had a late baptism.

Col. 3 of Table 3 sets out, diocese by diocese, the stark reality of the demographic threat to the Catholic
community in this country. The Catholics married rate fell 81% between 1958 and 2002. What seems extraordinary
about the infant baptism rate is that it fell only 66%. Indeed, if we add in the late baptisms (Col.2) it fell only 54%. In
1958 Catholic schools were not highly regarded in the Catholic community; now they are extremely popular. The
Homsby-Smith study in the 1970s found that Catholic schooling had relatively little effect on adult religious practice.
Thirty ‘years later it may be that its main religious function is to persuade parents to have their children baptized.

Mass attendance rates (Col.6) have fallen in the country as a whole from 538 per thousand Catholic
population in 1958 to 235 in 2002. The falls have been greatest in the Province of Liverpool, and least in that of
Cardiff.

Col. 7 provides a crude independent check on the “reported” population figures: The three components of the
Sacramenta! Index are key elements in the population change equation, measuring vital events, rites of passage. The
vital events total is the sum of total entries and total Catholics married (Table 1) plus total deaths (Table 2). This sum
is then expressed per thousand reported Catholic population. In 2002 there were 32.0 vital events per thousand .
reported population in the country as a whole. At 24.6 Northampton had the lowest rate, and at 40. 0 Birmingham the
highest. This could mean that there were regional reasons why the sum (entriest+Catholics married+deaths) was



unusually low in Northampton (high in Birmingham) in 2002. Or it could mean that there was a relative over-
reporting of Catholic population in Northampton (and under-reporting in Birmingham) in that year. The
corresponding figures in Col. 6 suggest that the latter is the better explanation.

Col. 9 shows that in the country as a whole the proportion of late baptisms at 30.0% in 2002 was five and a
half times the 5.4% of 1958. The relative increase in late baptisms was greatest in the Province of Liverpool, at 7.4,
and least in that of Cardiff, at 3.5. o

Col. 10 shows that converts accounted for 9.7% of entries in 1958; but receptions were only 6.0% in 2002.
The relative decline was greatest in the Province of Cardiff and least in that at Birmingham.

Finally, Col.11 gives the percentage of Catholics who married other Catholics with the rites of the Church,
the level of endogamy. This fell from 68.5% in 1958 to 51.6% in 2002. But it must be added that this fall is
completely over-shadowed by the falls shown in Col.3, which — like those in Col.6 — suggest that the Catholic
community in this country is facing near-extinction in the twenty-first century.

Table 2. First Communions, deaths, "natural” increase and unexplained change, 2001 and 2002.

Hirst Communions : Deaths Natural Unexpl First Communians Daaths Malurl Unexpl
21104 St fovs Sch. Gid Man  Wom  Tolad Males Femsles Tolal  [ncresse Change Sch Boyy Bch Gil _ Men Wom _Tolsl Maes FemalesTotd  increays Change
WESTMINST 2002 3,248 3,573 184 2687 7,202 2,072 2,050 4,122 5,706 -6,706 NORTHMPTN 2002 881 a59 27 37 1904 725 686 1411 857 -2,957
% change 2001-2 -a% 1% -17% -16% 5% 2% 3% 3% B% % changs 2001-2 4% 7% -37% % 3% 1% -12%
2001 3533 3,552 223 342 7,650 2908 2,120 4,239 5299 -4,209 2001 218 1,031 33 59 2041 723 668 1391 976 524
ARUNDEL 2002 1,02¢ 1063 a7 50 2179 800 1006 1,808 678 -18,678 NOTTINGHM 2002 945 1084 42 85 2,156 950 866 1816 301 -2,199
% change 2007-2 2% 1% ~18% 1% 2% 2% 2% 7% % change 2001-2 3% 13% -55% -25% 4% 1% 2% 4% 6% .
2001 1,013 1,056 3z 58 2180 787 985 1773 632 12368 2001 817 956 93° 114 2,080 853 887 4,740 284 71,816
BIRMINGHM 2002 2,655 2,769 9r 180 571 _‘l" 2,210 2,155 4,365 1433 3,833 PLYMOUTH 2002 360 455 35 40 890 447 585 1,002 -0 760
% change 2007-2 -1% % 3% 6% ’ -2% 1% 1% -19% % change 2001-2 -19% 17% ! -2% -13% &% 3%
2001 2,669 2,742 94 179 5884 2,255 2176 4431 1779 2621 2001 446 38 ¥ 906 514 522 1,006 50 7,350
BRENTWD 2002 1,802 1597 75 151 3245 865 945 1,800 1,764 22,736 PORTSMTH 2002 1094 1468 31 50 2341 B69 940 1609  788-20,388
% change 2001-2 6% 15% 30% % 1% 6% 9% 10% % change 2001-Z . 4% 9% 1% 1% 3% % 2%
2001 1418 1,524 65 116 3.123 863 1,002 1,865 1,601 -89304 2001 957 1,07 29 47 2,104 879. 910 4,789 860 -24660
CARDIFF 2002 54 541 25 16 1,093 550 626 1,186 43 8,857 SALFORD 2002 2,613 2607 76 100 5,396 1,903 2,089 3,962 1,150 340
% change 20071-2 -T% o -12% 0% 1%, 6% 4% -To% % change 2001-7 -2% 30% 8% % 7%
2001 549 615 20 24 1,208 553 588 1,141 144 -i44 2001 2615 2650 48 FT 5,390 2,063 2,092 4,155 1,244 -17,444
CLIFTON 2002 i 812 % 1 170 580 712 1,302 8684 -7.454 SHREWSHRY 2002 1,332 1428 29 53 2,842 1,202 1,284 '2,486 800 700
% change 20072 3% 6% 14% 5% 0% % 3% 15% % change 2001-2 6% -3% 4% 5% 2% A% 1% -26%
2001 748 ic4 47 54 1613 651 683 1,340 483 4017 2001 1418 1476 33° 55 2982 1,175 1339 2514 age 3,392
E.ANGLIA 2002 338 415 44 38 633 503 465 968 2069 5511 SOUTHWARK 2002 2,609 2940 131 238 6,008 1,752 1,975 2727 2,960 -4.260
% changs 2001-2 -11% % 5% 22% 4% 13% 5% % change 2001-2 -1% 2% 16% 4% 1% 2% 4% 3% -18%
2001 377 410 49 45 B81 412 448 860 276 3,276 2001 2,719 2862 113 247 5971 1,744 1,907 3621 3,592-13,592
HALLAM 2002 404 453 35 52 944 441 569 1,010 25 275 WREXHAM 2082 158 177 6 % 366 192 225 417 -13 2387
% change 2001-7 11% 21% -68% -21% 4% -IT% 112% 27% -91% % chrange 2001-2 -17% 2% ’ -6% 0 -18% -20% -87%
- 2001 363 T3 103 66 905 529 268 797 283 -2,283 2601 191 174 3 9 T 245 275 B2 103 603
HEXHAM 2002 1,382 1,583 56 117 3138 1,511 1606 3,117 204 7,006 ENGLD &W. 2002 27441 29,663 1,004 .1.312 53,910 22,867 24,452 47,319 193,020 -29,020
* change 20071-2 -9% -5% 41% -5% 2% -1% 209% % change 2001-2 2% 7% -14% 3% 1% 1% 1% -5%
2001 1,512 1664 48 83 3,307 1481 1623 3,104 66«17, 466 2001 27,871 29,395 1,240 1,864 60,370 23,095 24,189 47,264 19,917 -44,917
LANCASTER 2002 727 804 18 41 1890 7YD B9 1,658 38 0962 WESTR Prov 2002 6912 7,548 372 508 15430 5105 5,012 19,117 8,917 16,385
% changs 2001-2 4% 4% I 9% 1% 4% % changs 2001-2 -4% 1% -20% 2% 3% 2% 6%
2001 696 i 30 44 1,541 844 BBO 1,724 60 -2,360 2001 7,163 7473 463 676 15775 4,960 5,125 10,085 8,436 -8,636
LEEDRS ) 2002 ‘864 1,139 a3z 47 . 2,182 1,098 1,152 2,250 M3 457 BIRMHM Prov 2002 4757 5,009 172 316 10,254 4002 4,15t 8153 2,587 -10.587
% change 2001-2 -10% 5% =19% % 1% 1% 1% 230% % change 2001-2 2% 1% 1% 10% 2%  -1% 2% -16%
2001 1072 1,194 1| 58 2355 1,114 1,167 22B1 104 -3,104 2001 4835 4962 174 288 10,279 4081 4204 B285 3070 10,000
LIVERPOOL 2002 3,165 23273 49 65 6552 2682 2,884 5566 1271 -83F71 CARDIFF Prov 2002 835 938 36 49 1,856 959 1,091 2,050 2 115
- X changs 2001-2 3% ~2% -35% -32% -1% 2% 1% % change 2001-2 -8% -5% -6% -TH 5% 1% -2%
2001 3083 3339 5 96 6,503 2,622 2886 5518 1270 16730 2001 807 380 41 52 1990 1,007 1,084 2,051 14 1,114
MENEVIA 2002 166 200 5 18 408 207 240 447 2 845 UVERPL Prov 2002 9,755 10,444 280 471 20950 8,935 9,722 18,655 3,098 12,198
% change 2001-2 -1500% % -1% 9% 4% % change 2001-2 -1% -21% 3% -1% 2% 3% C 5%
2001 167 201 18 19 405 209 221 430 =27 -1,573 2001 9831 10,543 355 456 21,185 9,153 9,451 18604 3,263 -11963
MIODLESBR 2002 - 500 585 44 49 1,148 628 533 1,061 133 «1,133 STHWK Prov 2,002 5,182 5,624 234 378 11,418 3,858 4476 B344 4,386-44 265
% change 2001-2 . 2% 6% 5% 6% 2% 4% 4% % change 2001-2 % 4% 13% 4% 2% 1% 3% 2% -15%
. 200t 490 552 26 32 1,004 500 525 1025 236 11,964 2001 51435 5407 207 397 11,141 3,804 4,325 8219 5,134 -33,234

A.E;C.W.Spencer, PRC, Stone House, Hele, Taunton, Somerset TA4 1AJ socioreiresearch@onetel.com
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Some of the Newman Demographic Survey Reports & Papers currently available
(Throughout the ten and a half years of its existence the NDS was required to restrict access to most of its
reports and papers. By decision of the Standing Committee of the Catholic Bishops® Conference, all NDS

reports and papers were de-classified in 2005).

Archer, John F. (Foreword by A .E.C.W.Spencer). Age & sex distribution of
Catholics in England & Wales, mid-1952. A first approximation. A4, pp.4,
ISBN 1-905270-17-8 75p.+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. Supply & demand of teachers for Catholic maintained schools, 1965.
Preliminary report to the Catholic Education Council. A4, pp.iv+8, facsimile.
ISBN 1-905270-13-5 £2-00+P&P. .

Nevin, Edward T. (Ed.) Report on the social census of the parish of Aberystwyth, 1955.

Quarto, pp.9, mimeo. ISBN 1-905270-05-4 £1-00+P&P.

Brooke, Eileen (Ed.) Statistics of secular and regular clergy and priestly vocations,
1870-1957. Foolscap, pp.12-+ii, mimeo. ISBN 1-905270-03-8. £2-50+P&P.

Hickey, John. The Irish rural immigrant and British urban society. A report prepared in
1960 for the International Federation of Catholic Institutes for Social Research.
Quarto, pp.59+v, mimeo. ISBN 1-905270-04-6. £5-00+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. (Ed). Notes on statistics-of the dioceses of England & Wales. A study
for the International Conference on the Formative Power of the Church in the new
Europe, Munich, 1960. Foolscap, pp.7, mimeo. ISBN 1-905270-10-0
£1-75+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. (Ed). The Catholic population of England, Wales, Channel Isles and
the Isle of Man, 1961. Selected pastoral statistics, according to Local Education
Authority and Diocese. A4, pp.i+9, facsimile. ISBN 1-905270-12-7 £1-50+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. (Ed) Estimates of the number of Catholics under the age of 15 in
England and Wales on 1% January, 1955, by age and sex. Foolscap, pp.13, -
mimeo. ISBN 1-905270-11-9. £2.50+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. The selection of a date for the annual count of Mass attendance.
Report prepared [in 1961] for the Hierarchy of England & Wales by the Newman
Demographic Survey. Foolscap, pp.7, mimeo. ISBN 1-905270-07-0. £1.75+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. (Ed.) The balance of training in the Catholic teacher training colleges
during the 1960s. A report prepared for the Catholic Education Council and the
Committee ot Principals of Catholic Teacher Training Colleges. Foolscap, pp.7,
mimeo. ISBN 1-905270-20-8. £1.75+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W., and Juanita Byme-Quinn (Eds.) Probable teacher deficiency of
Catholic maintained and assisted schools, January, 1970. A report prepared for the
Catholic Education Council. A4, pp.ii+45, facsimile. ISBN 1-905270-14-3 £7-50.

Woolgar, Daniel (Ed). Clergy Census, 1961. General Tables. Vol. I. Secular Clergy. A4,
pp.xix+23, facsimile, ISBN 1-905270-08-9. £7-00+P&P.

Morris, H.Graham, and Anthony E.C.W. Spencer (Eds.) Pupil enrolment statistics of
Catholic schools in England and Wales, January, 1960. Supplementary tables:

I Boarders, II Educationally sub-normal pupils. A4, pp.15, facsimile.
ISBN 1-905270-21-6. £ 3.00+P&P.

Parkin, Barbara (Ed.) Converts to Catholicism. An analysis by age and sex of
applications to the Chancery office of the Archdiocese of Westminster,
1917-1953, for a licence to reconcile a convert. A4, pp.ii+37, facsimile.

ISBN 1-905270-22-4. £6.50+P&P.
Newman Demographic Survey Reports and papers can be obtained from the publishers,
Russell-Spencer Ltd., Stone House, Hele, Taunton, Somerset TA4 1AJ, England.



In the late 1950s and early 1960s the Newman Demographic Survey prepared annual
Reports to the Clergy on the parish register returns they sent to their Bishops. After a gap of
four decades this report from the Pastoral Research Centre looks back to that period and
compares the statistics for the calendar year 2002 not only with those for the previous year
but also with those for 1958, the first year for which all the dioceses of England & Wales
collected the same statistics in the same way.

PASTORAL RESEARCH CENTRE REPORTS & PAPERS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

Spencer, A.E.C.W. A critical appraisal of the structure of Catholic education in England &
Wales. (Facsimile edition of a paper read at a Newman Association conference, October,
1963, with a Personal Posteript added in 2005.) A4, pp.38-+i1. ISBN 0-501707-09-0.
£7-00 + P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. The estimation and projection of Catholic population in an area of diaspora
or mixed religion. A paper read at the Annual Conference of the Institute of Statisticians,
Oxford, 1964. A4, pp. 12. ISBN 0-901707-03-1. £2-50+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. Report on the parish register statistics of the Catholic Church in
Scotland, 1966. AS, pp.23-+2 maps. ISBN 0-901707-00-7. £3-00+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. (Ed.) Christian Teacher Training Institutions. Register of Christian

Church-related teacher training institutions in Africa, Asia & Latin America, 1964-5. (In
English, French & Spanish). A re-issue of a report published in 1968 by Burns & Oates
and Herder and Herder. A4, pp.116+x1. ISBN 0-901707-05-8. £10-00 + P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. Report on the parish register, religious practice & population statistics of the
Catholic Church in Scotland, 1967. AS, pp.45+map. ISBN 0-901707-01-5. £6-00+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. The future of the episcopal and papal roles. (Re-print of a paper published in
IDOC International North American edition, 9 May, 1970.) A4, pp.8.

ISBN 0-901707-02-3. £1-50+P&P.
Spencer, A.E.C.W. The organization of Catholic education in New Zealand. (A facsimile

edition of the Interim Report of 1972, with new Personal Postscript by the author
and Foreword by John J. Small). Pp.554+ xvi.

Library edition (buckram) ISBN 1-905270-00-3. £64-50+P&P.

Laminated board (with plastic spiral bindmng) ISBN 1-905270-02-X.

£40-00+P&P.

Paperback (open-flat, thermo-binding) [ISBN 1-905270-01-1. £37-50+P&P

Spencer, A.E.C.W. From crisis of growth to rapid decline. Demographic change within
the Catholic community of England & Wales, 1958-1973. A4, pp.14.

ISBN 0-901707-07-4. £2-50+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. Alienation re-visited. The demography of Catholicism in England &

Wales,1958-1977. (Paper read at a conference of the British Sociological
““Association’s Sociology of Religion Study Group, at the University of Surrey, 1979).
A4, pp.13+6. ISBN 0-901707-07-4. £3.00

Spencer, A.E.C.W. The development of integrated education in Belfast: a planning study
for 1984-9. A4, pp. 1i+67+xxiv+4 maps. ISBN 1-905270-14-3. £15.00+P&P.

Spencer, A.E.C.W. Second Spring. The demography of the Catholic community of
England & Wales, 1850-1865: marriages, baptisms, converts and Catholic
population. A4, pp.ii+13. ISBN 0-901707-04-X. £2.50+P&P.

Anthony Spencer founded the Newman Demographic Survey in 1953 and directed it until it
was closed down in 1964, He later taught sociology at the Cavendish Square Graduate
College and The Queen’s University of Belfast. He is currently director of the Pastoral
Research Centre, which he founded in 1964.

ISBN 0 901707 06 6 £1.00



